THOMAS MORE
Sir Thomas More, English writer and Statesman, was born in London,
ItfS, son of the Justice of the King's Bench. He received his education at
Oxford. In 1523, he became M. P. Speaker of Commons. After Wolsey's
disgrace, More was made Lord Chancellor of England, though he remon-
strated greatly. During his term of office he filled the place admirably, but
resigned in 1532, because of King Henry VII's breach with Rome. Refusing
to acknowledge Henry's claim to the head of the church, he was put in
prison; tried for high treason and in 1535 was executed. M ore's best work
was "Utopia", which pictured an ideal country, governed by perfect laws.
An excellent example of 16th century prose, is his "History of King
Richard ///.")
TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, AND HIS VERIE
SINGULER GOOD MAISTER,
MAISTER WILLIAM CECYLLE,
ESQUIERE,
ONE OF THE TWO PRINCIPALL SECRETARIES TO THE
KYNG HIS MOSTE EXCELLBNTE MAJESTIE
RAFHE ROBYSON WISSHETH CONTINUAUNCE
OF HEALTH, WITH DAYLY INCREASE OF
VERTUE, AND HONOURE
UPON a tyme, when tidynges came too the citie of Corinthe that
kyng Philippe father to Alexander surnamed the Great, was comming
thetherwarde with an armie royal! to lay siege to the citie: The
Corinthians being forth with stryken with greate feare, beganme
busilie, and earnestly to looke aboutc them, and to falle to worke of
all handes. Some to skowre and trynime up harneis, some to carry
stones, some to amende and buylde hygher the walles, some to ram-
plere aad fortyfie the bulwarkes, and forteresses, some one thynge,
and some another for the defendinge, and strengthenynge of the citie.
The whichie busie labour, and toyle of theires when Diogenes the
phylosopher sawe, having no profitable business whereupon to sette
himself on worke (neither any man required his labour, and helpe as
expedient for the commen wealth in that necessitie) immediately
girded about him his phylosophicall cloke, and began to rolle, and
tumble up and downe hether and thether upon the hille syde, that
lieth adjoyninge to the citie, his great barrel or tunne, wherein he
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